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Introduction
I Didn’t Know I Could Be The Child Left Behind is a program that teaches students basic 
study skills. Students who use good study habits are successful learners. Children must 
be taught how to be effective learners and the necessary skills, once taught, must be 
modeled and reinforced. The purpose of this book is to teach and repeatedly reinforce 
those basic skills.

The program encourages at-home dialogue about study skills and encourages students 
to ask for assistance in setting up a homework plan. Having interested adults to guide, 
direct, and encourage their learning provides the sense of security children need. 

Students who are organized are on-task more often than students who are not. And 
when students are prepared, teachers can cover more material. This program’s empha-
sis on organizational skills encourages children to take responsibility and develop skills 
they will use throughout adulthood.

A great deal of classroom time is devoted to trying to gain students’ attention. Success-
ful learning requires active listening, and this program teaches—and expects students 
to practice—this important skill. The instruction to “use your whole body to listen” tells 
students exactly how they are to behave. 

Test-taking skills are also discussed. Children who understand the pertinent material 
often fail tests simply because they are poor test-takers. Basic testing-taking tips are 
shared in a fun, yet functional manner. Students are also taught strategies for coping 
with test anxiety. 

Good work habits can create successful learners and prevent a student from being “the 
child left behind.”

How To Use
I Didn’t Know I Could Be The Child Left Behind

I Didn’t Know I Could Be The Child Left Behind can be used in Kindergarten through 
Grade 5 by selecting components that address students at the grade level in which the 
program is being presented.

The I Didn’t Know I Could Be The Child Left Behind story (pages 11-28), is the foun-
dation of the program. This story may be presented at all levels and, depending on 
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I Didn’t Know
 I Could Be 
The Child 

Left Behind
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I didn’t know I could be the child left behind 
when I talked with my friends instead of paying 
attention to the teacher.
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I didn’t know I could be the child left behind when 
I passed notes in class instead of completing my 
work.
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I didn’t know I could be the child left behind when 
I played with scissors inside my desk instead of 
reading my book.
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I realize that I am not perfect, 
but with hard work, 

I can be successful!



I won’t be the 
child left behind.
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LESSON 1
Good Work Habits

Objective:

To present the importance of good study skills and good work habits. Children do not always 
realize that they are in control of their learning. This lesson will identify good work habits, and 
students will rate work habits and devise a plan for improving them.

Materials Needed:

For the leader:
o Poster board
o Marker
o Copy of I Didn’t Know I Could Be the Child Left Behind (pages 11-28)
o Stapler and staples (optional)

For each student:
o Copy of I Didn’t Know I Could Be the Child Left Behind (optional, pages 11-28)
o Copy of Work-Habit Improvement Plan (page 33)
o Pencil
o Folder or construction paper to make a folder
o Optional: Copy of selected supplementary activity sheet(s) (pages 97-110)

Pre-Presentation Requirements:

Using a marker, label the poster board Good Work Habits. 

Reproduce I Didn’t Know I Could Be the Child Left Behind for the leader. 

Reproduce the Work-Habit Improvement Plan for each student.

Optional: Reproduce I Didn’t Know I Could Be the Child Left Behind for each student. Staple 
each student’s story together to make a booklet. 

Optional: Reproduce the selected supplementary activity sheet(s) for each student. Use the 
supplementary activity sheet(s) at any appropriate time during your lesson. 
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Lesson:

Introduce the lesson by saying:

Today we are going to discuss how to be a good student. Raise your hand if you 
think you are a good student. (Acknowledge those who raise their hands.) 

Let’s list some things that make someone a good student. We will use this 
poster to help us identify habits that make students successful.

Allow the students to name good work habits and print their suggestions on the Good Work 
Habits poster. While adding the students’ good work habits to the poster, steer the conversa-
tion toward habits such as listening, organization, studying, attendance, getting plenty of sleep, 
healthful eating, good conduct/behavior, asking for help when needed, etc.

Continue the lesson by saying:

Now raise your hand if you see some habits on the poster that you could im-
prove. 

I have a story to read to you about work habits and being a successful stu-
dent. 

(Note: If you are giving each student a copy of the story, distribute it now. Make sure each 
student has a pencil.) 

Read I Didn’t Know I Could Be The Child Left Behind. 

After reading the story, ask:

What kinds of behaviors would cause someone to be “left behind” classmates? 
(Accept appropriate answers and point out how disappointed the student and 
the adults who care about him would feel.) 

Can you think of any good work habits that should be added to our poster? 
(Add any suggested good work habits to the list.)

Then say: 

Habits can be good or bad. And now that we know what good work habits can 
make us successful learners, we can start improving our own work habits. 
Learning and practicing good work habits can help us enjoy school and earn 
grades that can make us feel proud. 
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LESSON 3
Organize This!

 
Objective:

To teach organizational skills that will allow students to find needed items in a timely manner, 
keep materials in good condition, assist in work completion, maintain resources needed for 
studying, and effectively communicate with parents.

 
Materials Needed:

For the leader:
o	Good Work Habits poster from Lesson 1
o	My Whole Body Can Listen song from Lesson 2 
o	Copy of Where Is It? (page 46)
o	Multiple copies of the Desk-Check Super-Organizer Tickets (page 47)

For each student:
o	My Whole Body Can Listen song from Lesson 2 
o 4-pocket folder or two 2-pocket folders
o	Black marker
o Optional: Copy of selected supplementary activity sheet(s) (pages 97-110)
o Student’s folder

 
Pre-Presentation Requirements:

Place the Good Work Habits poster where all the students can see it.

Have extra 4-pocket or 2-pocket folders on hand for students who do not bring them from 
home.

Make multiple copies of the Desk-Check Super-Organizer Tickets to give to the students.

Reproduce Where Is It? for the leader.

Optional: Reproduce the selected supplementary activity sheet(s) for each student. Use the 
supplementary activity sheet(s) at any appropriate time during your lesson. 
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Lesson:

Introduce the lesson by saying:

I’m looking for students who are using their whole body to be good listen-
ers. Place your finger on your head. Your brain should be thinking about my 
words. (Move your finger to your eyes and the students will imitate you.) 

Your eyes should be looking at me. (Move your finger to your ears.)

Your ears can hear my voice. If you cannot hear me clearly, raise your hand 
and ask me to please speak louder. (Move your finger to your mouth.) Your 
mouth should be closed. 

Your hands should be still and not touching anything. (Clasp your hands in 
your lap.)

Your bottom is sitting in your chair. 

Look at your feet. Your feet should not be moving. 

Wait until all the students are complying. Optional: Sing My Whole Body Can Listen. 

Continue the lesson by saying:

Now that you are all practicing good listening habits, let’s review some other 
habits that can help you be successful students. Take a look at our Good 
Work Habits poster. 

Choose a student to read the list. Then say:

Awesome! Now we are ready to focus on a habit that is extremely important. 
Today we are going to learn how to be organized. Let’s start with a story called 
Where Is It?

Read Where Is It? to the students.

Ask the following questions:

Think to yourself, without calling any names out: Does what you heard in the 
story sound familiar to anyone? 

What were some of the problems in the story? (A lost science study guide, 
messy desk, messy backpack, and not hearing the teacher’s directions.)
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Homework Invitation

Who:  Who is YOU! But it’s also who can help if needed, 
who can quiz you or check your completed work.

What:  What do you need to do? You should have written 
down assignments in a planner before you left 
school. It’s your responsibility to know exactly 
what’s expected of you.

When:  When will you do your work? Finishing your 
work before you play prevents you from being too 
tired to do your best job. Being a good student is 
your job! Playtime is the reward for completing 
your work.

 

Where:  Where will you work? You’ll need a quiet, well-
lit area to work. In front of the TV is not a good 
place to work. 
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Study Skills Web Search
Type “study skills” into the Internet search engine.

List the sites you found:
___________________________  __________________________
___________________________  __________________________
___________________________  __________________________
___________________________  __________________________
___________________________  __________________________

What did you learn from the Web search?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

What information or ideas could you share?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
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Supplementary Page
 Instructions And Suggestions

 

Lesson 1:
Good Work Habits (page 100)
To reinforce the lesson about good work habits, make a copy for each student to color.

Lesson 2:
Listening (page 101)
To reinforce the lesson about being a good listener, make a copy for each student to color.

Lesson 3:
Being Organized (page 102)
To reinforce the lesson about being organized, make a copy for each student to color.

Lesson 4: 
Completing Work (page 103)
To reinforce the lesson about completing work, make a copy for each student to color.

Lesson 5:
Having A Homework Plan (page 104)
To reinforce the lesson on establishing and following a homework plan, make a copy for each 
student to color.

Lesson 6:
Preparing My Body For Learning (page 105)
To reinforce the lesson on getting plenty of sleep and eating a healthful breakfast, make a copy 
for each student to color.



Keeping Track Of My Changes

Name: ____________________________________    Date:  _______________  

My improved classroom behavior will be:
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

I will keep track of my improved classroom behavior by:
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

I will earn:
________________________________________________________________

I will be a 
successful 
student 

and I will feel 

GREAT!
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