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The Little Red Hen
Book: The Little Red Hen and the Ear of Wheat by Mary Finch

Publisher: Barefoot Books

Grade Levels: K-2

Setting: Small group or classroom

Book Description
A rooster and a mouse live with the little red hen and lazily refuse to 
help plant, water, harvest and grind a grain of wheat to turn it into 
a loaf of bread. When the little red hen won’t share the loaf of bread 
with her uncooperative friends, they learn their lesson, and decide 
to cooperate the next time, so they too, can have some bread. 

Materials Needed
•	 Extension Activity #1 - 8 oz. carton of heaving whipping cream, a “pinch” of salt, a clear, 

plastic container with a tightly sealed top, and a small box of crackers
•	 Extension Activity #2 - crayons and drawing paper
•	 Extension Activity #3 - hula hoop 
•	 Activity with Reproducible - glue sticks, white paper

Preparation
•	 Activity with Reproducible - Copy and cut out the sequencing blocks ahead of time and make sure each 

group is given the correct four sequencing blocks. 

Introduction
Ask students if they’ve ever heard of the word cooperation, and if anyone can tell you what it might mean. 
If nobody guesses correctly, explain that cooperation means working together to get a job or task done. 
Tell students that you’re going to read them a story about three animal friends and you’d like them to listen 
for whether or not the animals are cooperating with each other. 

Follow-up Questions (after reading)

1. Who did the Little Red Hen ask for help? Who do you ask for help?

2. What did she want help with? What things do you sometimes need help with?

3. Why didn’t the rooster and mouse want to help? Has there ever been a time when you didn’t want to 
help someone? How do you think the Little Red Hen felt when they wouldn’t help?

4. What did the rooster and mouse want to help with? Why?

5. If you were the Little Red Hen, would you have shared the bread?

6. What happened when everyone cooperated? Why is it important to cooperate with others?

7. Tell about some ways you can cooperate at home? At school? 
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Extension Activities

1. Have students sit in a circle. Pour about ¼ - ½ of the cream into the container and add a pinch of salt. 
Tell them that they are going to cooperate in order to make a type of food that they will then get to 
eat. Ask if any of them can guess what they might be making. Most students think the cream is milk, 
and several of them will likely guess that they’ll be making a milkshake or ice cream. When you explain 
that the “milk,” is cream, and that they’ll be turning it into butter by working together to shake it as 
hard as they can, they get very excited. After you shake the container vigorously for several turns, teach 
children the following cheer, and have the group recite the cheer as the container is passed from child 
to child. “Go cream go, shake, shake, shake, We all work together, and butter we will make.”

Depending on the size of the group, and also on how hard the children shake the container, you will 
probably have to go around the circle three to five times before the cream turns into a true butter 
consistency (to speed up the process a little, it sometimes helps to add a couple of small ice cubes). 
You’ll probably also have to do a lot of vigorous shaking yourself. When the butter is ready, open the 
container and show the students what they’ve made together by cooperating. Then spread some 
butter on the crackers so every child can have a chance to taste what they made.  

2. Pair students up and give each pair one box of crayons and one piece of paper. Tell students that you 
want them to work with their partner to draw a picture that fills up the whole paper. Explain to them 
that they may draw anything they choose, but that somewhere in their picture they have to include a 
circle, a square and a triangle. Once the pictures have been completed, have students come together 
in a circle and ask them the following questions: 1) Was sharing one piece of paper easy or hard, 2) Did 
one of you do most of the drawing or talking? 3) Did anyone disagree with their partner about part or 
all of the drawing? 

3. Have all students stand in a circle and hold hands with each other. Place a large hula hoop between 
two people (sitting on their clasped hands). Explain to students that the goal of the activity is to have 
the hula hoop travel around the entire circle without anyone unclasping their hands. Most students at 
first will exclaim that this isn’t possible – you can either show them how it works, or encourage them 
to figure it out themselves. Most students will figure out pretty quickly that they have to shimmy and 
wiggle the hula hoop to get it up their arm, over their shoulder, neck and head, and down their other 
arm. Once the hula hoop has made it all the way around the circle, ask students “who won?” This should 
naturally lead into a discussion that the entire group is working together, and that there are no winners 
or losers. 

Activity with Reproducible
Review the definition of cooperation with students. Remind students how tasks are much easier and 
quicker when we can work together on them. Help students understand that when we work together, 
we all bring different strengths to the group. Divide students into groups of four and give each group 
the four cut up squares from the activity sheet, a glue stick, and a piece of paper. Tell students they must 
work together to put the pictures in the right order, based on what they remember from the book. When 
all students are finished, give them time to share their page, and ask each group to give you a thumbs up, 
thumbs sideways or thumbs down to show how well their group worked together. 
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 What Happens Next?
Directions: Work as a team to put the following four squares in the correct order based 
on the book. Once they are in the right order, use your glue stick to glue them to the 
paper.   
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